	Of course you will not proceed here unless you have managed to get through all my pages describing the week. You start with the week (from a to c) and then you will be prepared to go on with the month in a similar way.
The Sumerians based their system of counting on 60 and in the extraordinary comprehensive book by Ifrah he explains their choice of this high number in about a dozen different ways, none of them convincing as such. Taken all together, though, they may seem convincing.

But nowhere in Ifrah's book have I found the most reasonable explanation:

In the beginning the methods of counting did not manage more than whole positive numbers. Therefore it was very inconvenient that the period of the phases of the Moon took more than 29 days but less than 30. Keeping order in the calendar for the Moon required some kind of trick.

The trick established all over the ancient world (as I guess) was to count two periods, because with 59 days the problem was solved. The revolution of the phases of the Moon is very nearly 29 ½ days.

And day no. 60 then became the first day of the new double-moon period. The Sumerians therefore had the same sign for 60 as for 1. Zero was not yet invented and there could be no misunderstanding if you knew what you were talking about (as people did at that time).
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Ideas:
1. It seems evident that this figure is holding an object in the form of the moon. Perhaps the glyph should be read as 'a period of the moon', as this moon calendar clearly is divided into 8 periods. 

There is an obvious pattern with five glyphs introducing each such period and a varying number of glyphs following thereafter.

2. The eggformed body perhaps is indicating birth. A new period is born and the baby chicken is crying out. If so, it is a very different start of a period compared to what we have seen in the seven periods of the week. This is no ruler but a gift from Mother Nature.
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Ideas:
This, I think, looks like the head of a cock crying out. Perhaps he is announcing that the Moon has been alighted again? As when he announces dawn in the beginning of the day.

Or told in another way: The cock cries out in happiness for the new life.

	[image: image77.jpg]



Suggestion:
This glyph shows the night hua. 
According to a Hawaiian moon calendar:

"...in these days the farmers like to plant... anything that bears fruit (hua). The Moon on the night of Hua is rounded like an egg (hua).

Reference: Makemson
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Suggestions:

1. The shape of the outer perimeter of this glyph is delineating the full moon.

2. Inside there are two signs. The one at the bottom shows the end of the period of Waxing Moon (left) and the beginning of the period of the Waning Moon (right). At full moon the light is at its maximum and incline is exchanged for decline.

Idea:

The sign similar to a sitting person perhaps is indicating somebody eating. At a night with full moon there should be feasting. 
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Suggestion:
This glyph is showing that the moon now is 'turning around', 'reversing' its development. 

After passing Full Moon we are entering the domain of the Waning Moon and Waning Moon is a mirror image of Waxing Moon.The moon no longer is
 increasing but decreasing.
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Idea:
Part of this complex picture seems to show the Sun, perhaps at first somewhat astonishing as we are studying the Moon.

But the Polynesians were aware of the fact that without Sun the Moon would not shine:

"...when the new moon appeared women assembled and bewailed those who had died since the last one, uttering the following lament: 'Alas! O moon! Thou has returned to life, but our departed beloved ones have not. Thou has bathed in the waiora a Tane, and had thy life renewed, but there is no fount to restore life to our departed ones. Alas'..." (Makemson)


	"...Tane, under his name of Tane-te-waiora, is the personified form of sunlight, and the waiora a Tane is merely an esoteric and emblematic term for sunligth.

The word waiora carries the sense of health, welfare, soundness. In eastern Polynesia the words vai and vaiora mean 'to be, to exist'. Warmth, sayeth the Maori, is necessary to all forms of life, and the warmth emitted by Tane the Fertilizer is the waiora or welfare of all things."

(Best)

A straightforward translation of vai, though, is (sweet) water and ora means life, i.e. living-water of Tane. Spelling conventions makes Tane into Kane in Hawaii

"Centuries ago there lived in Hawaii-of-the-green-hills a chieftain whose name has been forgotten. He is known only by the place from which he came, Hawaii-loa, Far-away Hawaii. His home was on the coast of Kahiki-ku, Border-of-the-rising-Sun, which lay eastward of the region where mankind was first created, the Land-of-the-living-water of the god Kane."

(Makemson) 
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Ideas:
This is the bird we recognize from Sunday, Thursday and Saturday. Bu it has a sign in the form of slightly outward pointing wingtips.

In view of my opinion that this type of bird (without the sign just mentioned) often represents the Sun God at zenith, the following information could be of value:

"Fifteen days after the appearance of the moon it reaches the turu stage. Fifteen days after the turu stage it becomes mutuwhenua - that is, the moon is overcome by the sun, which carries it off into darkness. When abandoned by the sun it appears again." (Makemson)

Are the bent tips of the wings showing that the Sun Bird is just about to lift and carry off the Moon into darkness?

But then this glyph ought to have been placed later in the calendar. Therefore the glyph perhaps instead is showing the Sun Bird arriving to court the Moon before abduction.
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Ideas:
1. Here we should notice that both wings are seen (in spite of this bird being shown in side view). This is a certain sign. I guess that it is a sign of young age, perhaps we should say chicken age. This chicken is perhaps going to grow up into a big 'tired old bird' in due time.

2. Another sign pointing towards chicken age is the short beak. As a rule youngsters of all sorts of animals have a more rounded physiognomy than adults. I suppose this can be explained from evolution, once having had us all in eggs. It takes some time to grow away from the egg-form into the adult shape.

3. Notice the pattern: the 1st glyph in a period is a chicken just hatched and the 4th glyph is already showing signs of old age (long beak and heavy head). It reminds me of the similar pattern in Sunday: up full of life in the morning and down thoroughly exhausted in the evening. This is a pattern of life.

4. But the 4th glyph in the 8th period (see above) is also showing clear signs of rebirth. I think this is the same thought that the Mayas had about a new coming time period making itself noticed already at the end of the old time period. Cfr also my ideas about Monday.

	"Meshing with the 260-day count is a 'Vague Year' or Haab of 365 days, so called because the actual length of the solar year is about a quarter-day more, a circumstance that leads us to intercalate one day every four years to keep our calendar in march with the sun. 

Although the Maya were perfectily aware that the Haab was shorter than the tropical year, they did not change the calendar accordingly.

Within the Haab, there were 18 named 'months' of 20 days each, with a much-dreaded interval of 5 unlucky days added at the end.

The Maya New Year started with 1 Pop, the next day being 2 Pop, etc. The final day of the month, however, carried not the coefficient 20, but a sign indicating the 'seating' of the month to follow, in line with the Maya philosophy that the influence of any particular span of time is felt before it actually begins and persists somewhat beyond its apparent termination."

(The Maya)
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Suggestion:
The left of the two, not exactly identical but certainly similar creatures, has a black eye. Not so the right. The eye which is black is the New Moon, whereas the eye that is white is the Full Moon.

Ideas:
1. The left of the two creatures has a lean body in contrast to the one at the right. Here I suspect that the time of New Moon (placed with the left of the two creatures) would 'paint' that one as 'black' and lean, whereas the right one, for contrast, should be 'white' and fat.

2. In Polynesian thought the head is often compared to a nut. You plant the nut and up comes a plant. You can also put a head into the ground and expect something soon to be growing. The Waxing Moon, therefore, grows from the period of the New Moon, dark as if below the surface of the earth. The Waning Moon - if we continue with this reasoning - consequently must grow from the Full Moon.

3. Counting the 'spines' of the Waxing Moon and those of the Waning Moon, we can see that the Waxing Moon has 7 and the Waning Moon 6 only. Here, I suspect, another 'picture' of the New Moon is shown. 7 periods of light nights (= moon visible) preceed the Full Moon, 6 periods only are to be found from Full Moon to New Moon (= moon invisible). I.e. in this 'picture' New Moon is situated at the end of the Waning Moon, and the Waxing Moon starts when you can see a tiny sickle. Therefore the Waxing Moon has more light time than the Waning Moon.

	"…according to a legend told in Hawaii, when a man named Ulu, dwelling near the present city of Hilo, died of famine. He and his wife had a sickly baby boy whose life was endangered by the general scarcity of food, and the man, distracted, had gone in prayer to the temple at Puueo, to learn from the god what should be done.
 
Now the god of that temple was of a type known in Hawaiian as the mo'o: which is a word meaning 'lizard', or 'reptile'. But the only reptile in Hawaii is a harmless, even affectionately regarded little lizard that scurries up and down the walls of people's houses and clings like a fly to ceilings, trapping insects with its quick tongue.
 
The manner in which the mythological system of the islands has magnified this innocuous creature to the proportions of a greatly dangerous divine dragon supplies one of the most graphic illustrations I know of a mythological process - seldom mentioned in the textbooks of our subject but of considerable force and importance nevertheless - to which the late Dr. Ananda K. Coomaraswamy referred as land-náma, 'land naming' or 'land taking'. Through land-náma, 'land-naming', or 'land taking', the features of a newly entered land are assimilated by an immigrant people to its imported heritage of myth. We have already noted the case of the role of the serpent assumed by the eel. We are now considering that of the same serpent role assumed by a harmless lizard.
 
We might also have considered the manner in which the Pilgrim Fathers and pioneers of America established their New Canaans, Nazareths, Sharons, Bethels, and Betlehems wherever they went. The new land, and all the features of the new land, are linked back as securely as possible to the archetypes - the spiritually, psychologically, and sociologically significant archetypes - of whatever mythological system the people carry in their hearts.
 
And through this process the land is spiritually validated, sanctified, and assimilated to the image of destiny that is the fashioning dynamism of the people's lives…"
 
"To proceed, then, with the legend of the origin of the breadfruit: When the man, Ulu, returned to his wife from his visit to the temple at Puueo, he said, 'I have heard the voice of the noble Mo'o, and he has told me that tonight, as soon as darkness draws over the sea and the fires of the volcano goddess, Pele, light the clouds over the crater of Mount Kilauea, the black cloth will cover my head. And when the breath has gone from my body and my spirit has departed to the realms of the dead, you are to bury my head carefully near our spring of running water. Plant my heart and entrails near the door of the house. My feet, legs, and arms, hide in the same manner. Then lie down upon the couch where the two of us have reposed so often, listen carefully throughout the night, and do not go forth before the sun has reddened the morning sky. If, in the silence of the night, you should hear noises as of falling leaves and flowers, and afterward as of heavy fruit dropping to the ground, you will know that my prayer has been granted: the life of our little boy will be saved.' And having said that, Ulu fell on his face and died.
 
His wife sang a dirge of lament, but did precisely as she was told, and in the morning she found her house surrounded by a perfect thicket of vegetation. 'Before the door,' we are told in Thomas Thrum's rendition of the legend, 'on the very spot where she had buried her husband's heart, there grew a stately tree covered over with broad, green leaves dripping with dew and shining in the early sunlight, while on the grass lay the ripe, round fruit, where it had fallen from the branches above. And this tree she called Ulu (breadfruit) in honor of her husband.
 

The little spring was concealed by a succulent growth of strange plants, bearing gigantic leaves and pendant clusters of long yellow fruit, which she named bananas. The intervening space was filled with a luxuriant growth of slender stems and twining vines, of which she called the former sugar-cane and the latter yams; while all around the house were growing little shrubs and esculent roots, to each one of which she gave an appropriate name.
 
Then summoning her little boy, she bade him gather the breadfruit and bananas, and, reserving the largest and best for the gods, roasted the remainder in the hot coals, telling him that in the future this should be his food. With the first mouthful, health returned to the body of the child, and from that time he grew in strength and stature until he attained to the fulness of perfect manhood.
 
He became a mighty warrior in those days, and was known throughout all the island, so that when he died, his name, Mokuola, was given to the islet in the bay of Hilo where his bones were buried; by which name it is called even to the present time." 
(Campbell)
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Suggestion:
This glyph is the last in what I call the '1st period'. The '2nd period' has no special glyphs beyond the first five, only six moon-symbols, which I interpret as six tapu-free nights. Six nights without tapu in the '2nd period' implies that I believe that the '1st period' suffers from tapu. 

Barthel has written about the names of the nights in the lunar month and I think that at least some of the tapu-free nights are called kokore followed by a number. This word I believe means ko-kore = 'the one without', i.e. without tapu. 

There are 6 kokore before Full Moon (= '2nd period') and 5 after (= '5th period'), given that my interpretation is right.

Ideas:
1. This type of glyph seems to show some type of head gear. We can see the top of a head with ears and from the ears there are hanging 3 + 4 = 7 feathers or something similar.

2. Is this number indicating the number of the days in the week?

	Two stories from Henry:
1. "…Mâ-û-i was also a prophet; he told the people that there would come a vaa ama ore  [= va'a ama 'ore = vaka ama kore, the Tahitian language was written without a stringent common ortography] (canoe without an outrigger) after which would also come a vaa taura ore (canoe without cordage), which predictions from prehistoric times the priests and bards faithfully handed to their people, always puzzled to understand how such things could be, until the arrival of Captain Wallis, whose ship had also later been described before it appeared as the vaa ama ore by more modern prophets. Those went still further and also described the foreigners who would bring it, and in due time came before the astonished people the steamship propelled without rigging, and the steam tug, literally, without cordage..."

2. "At Opoa, at one of the last great gatherings of the Hau-pahu-nui, for idolatrous worship, before the arrival of European ships, a strange thing happened during our [the two priests of Porapora, Auna-iti and Vai-au] solemn festivity. Just at the close of the pa'i-atua ceremony, there came a whirlwind which plucked off the head of a tall spreading tamanu tree, named Paruru-mata'i-i-'a'ana (Screen-from-wind-of-aggravating-crime), leaving the bare trunk standing. This was very remarkable, as tamanu wood is very hard and close-grained. Awe struck the hearts of all present. The representatives of each people looked at those of the other in silence for some time, until at last a priest of Opoa named Vaità (Smitten-water) exclaimed, - E homa, eaha ta 'outou e feruri nei? (Friends, upon what are you meditating?) - Te feruri nei i te tapa'o o teie ra'au i motu nei; a'ita te ra'au nei i motu mai te po au'iu'i mai. (We are wondering what the breaking of this tree may be ominous of; such a thing has not happened to our trees from the remotest age), the people replied. Then Vaità feeling inspired proceeded to tell the meaning of this strange event… I see before me the meaning of this strange event! There are coming the glorious children of the Trunk (God), who will see these trees here, in Taputapuatea. In person, they differ from us, yet they are the same as we, from the Trunk, and they will possess this land. There will be an end to our present customs, and the sacred birds of sea and land will come to mourn over what this tree that is severed teaches. This unexpected speech amazed the people and sages, and we enquired where such people were to be found. Te haere mai nei na ni'a i te ho'e pahi ama 'ore. (They are coming on a ship without an outrigger), was Vaitàs reply. Then in order to illustrate the subject, Vaità, seeing a large umete (wooden trough) at hand, asked the king to send some men with it and place it balanced with stones in the sea, which was quickly done, and there the umete sat upon the waves with no signs of upsetting amid the applauding shouts of the people."
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Ideas:
1. This strange glyph is - according to Fischer - carved on the edge of the tablet, not belonging to either side a or side b. But from the part to the right we can see that it should be placed here, as glyph no. 5 in the '2nd period'.

2. Another glyph, on the other side of Mamari, seems to be the same sign as that to the left in the glyph above:

           [image: image161.jpg]



3. Is this sign perhaps part of the sign for the 'sun'? The 5th glyph in a period should be a glyph with a 'sun', e.g.:

        [image: image162.jpg]w3




4. The sign might be the circular disc of the 'sun' combined with something else. But I do not believe this something else is the upwards 'flame' of the 'sun'. Rather I believe this something else to be a sign similar to the following:

     [image: image163.jpg]



But with 1 ½ diamonds instead of three. Is this a period? It looks as if the glyph with 1 ½ diamonds is being born from an egg, which explains why we cannot see more than half of it yet.
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Ideas:
1. This glyph comes directly after the night of hua. By comparing information in Barthel with information in Makemson I arrive at the idea that this glyph is announcing the night of Atua (Otua). 

2. The word atua seems to mean god. The glyph above perhaps shows a God in the form of a headdress with feathers, similar to those who were in Hawaii.

	"In many Polynesian cultures the bodies of gods were conceived of as covered with feathers and they were frequently associated with birds: in Tahiti and the Society Islands, bird calls on the marae signaled the presence of the gods. 
 
Hawaiian feathered god figures generally depict only the head and neck of the god."
 

(D'Alleva)
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Ideas:
The fish has a tail in the center of which we find a triangular sign. This seems to be a way to indicate that we are at the time of Full Moon.

A triangular shape as a sign for Full Moon we can now recognize from my ideas about the glyph which (according to me) represents the Full Moon in Monday.

	MONDAY 

This is Monday:
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The idea of a structure showing birth etc can also be seen in the glyphs for this day. 

Glyph nos. 2-3 and 4-5 I think show the two phases of Waxing and Waning Moon. I am fairly certain and therefore suggest this. Not only an idea. For glyph no. 7 I have the idea that it might show the phase of New Moon, i.e. the moon is not visible at all. 

Where is the Full Moon? I guess that phase very well can be illustrated in glyph no. 6. Evidently we can see the shape of the moon with an additonal triangular sign in the middle. This sign maybe shows the turnover from Waxing to Waning Moon which occurs at the time of the full moon. 

The last glyph, no. 8, I guess may be translated e.g. as marama or tea, words used to denote light colour. That could be a comment on the usefulness of the moon as giving light when it is dark. 

If all these loose threads of mine are correct, then the text for Monday is divided into four parts: 1. The introduction of the ruler of the day. 2. The two phases of Waxing and Waning Moon. 3. The two phases of Full and New Moon. 4. A final emphasis on the white colour of the moon.
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Ideas:
1. This type of glyph I guess is meant to show the concept of a night.

2. Counting these nights in the Mamari Moon Calendar I arrive at 28. But I think that we should add the glyphs showing the full moon and the one just before that:
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and then the number reaches 30.

3. As the cycle of the Moon is 29.5, though, I guess that every other month we should skip one of the nights. But I do not - as yet - no which.
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Ideas:
1. This glyph is located close to a night which in a Hawaiian Moon calendar did not have any name. Maybe this unnamed night corresponds to the night which on Easter Island was called Orongo and which, I guess, is connected to this glyph at the end of the '6th period'.

2. The reason for this night being unnamed perhaps had to do with unease, a night to be feared. If so, then I guess that is because this night could be the 'odd' night which only appears once in the double-moon period of 59 nights.

3. I suspect that the addition of a thread with 5 hanging objects (feathers?) to the ordinary night-glyph, is used as a sign for showing that a period is finished. This thread with objects is hanging on the left side (instead of the usual right side) and that therefore is yet another sign, a sign - I think - which points to something just passed.
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Ideas:
1. The fish hanging to the right seems to be a symbol for the moon. The tail is a clear sign of that.

2. And there is a complex connection from what I presume to be the sun (left) to this fish-moon (right). The idea perhaps is to tell that the moon is illuminated by the sun.

3. The mouth of the fish is different from the mouth of similar fishes during the Waxing Moon. May we read this mouth in the form of a double apex as a sign of the Waning Moon?

4. That the moon is waning is also seen in the head down direction of the fish.
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Ideas:
1. When this type of glyph is oriented to the left it seems to denote something else than a night, perhaps the moon itself?

2. This specific glyph is smaller than the others of the same type, and uplifted somewhat. That surely is a sign of some sort. But what is its meaning?
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	6th period
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	7th period
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	8th period
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Ideas:
1. I think that the right part of this glyph should be seen as a growing plant, a sprout. It seems reasonable to indicate the first appearance of the moon after its period of darkness (or hiding) as a sprout. We know that growth will come.

2. The general form of this sign of coming growth reminds me of my granddaughter Clara's opinion about there being a 'knife' in the right part of the glyph beginning Sunday:
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I think there is a structural similarity between these two types of glyphs, where however the variant of command in Sunday is the fullgrown sort.
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Suggestion:
My granchild Clara, soon to become three years old, suggested that the right part of this glyph is showing a knife. 

I think she is right in a way, because according to the Chaldean astrologers each of the seven 'planets' rules one day of the week. And a ruler must have a way to enforce, e.g. a knife.

Whether the instrument in question is a knife, a spear, a stick or a staff symbolizing power, is of secondary importance. 

What is important is the idea that in the beginning of each row showing glyphs for a certain day there ought to be signs indicating the ruler of the day, the officer in charge.
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Ideas:
This glyph, no. 2 in the 2nd period, is similar to the other glyphs occupying place no. 2 in the periods of the moon. What motivates the sitting person to look backwards? 
The right hand is positioned towards the mouth and the left arm is of the type which Clara defined as a knife.

It seems that this sitting person is a woman, because the bulging stomach indicates pregnancy.
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Idea:
At first glance this glyph looks as if the writer had made a mistake, forgetting to write the arm with hand towards the mouth. He perhaps should have written this glyph as
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But I suspect that it is not a mistake, that there is a difference in meaning between these two glyphs. There is a similar 'misprint' in period 5 in the solar calendar (which we soon will start to study):
[image: image261.jpg]
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Ideas:
1. The left part of this glyph perhaps is the inverted sign between the 'sun' and the 'fish' in

[image: image263.jpg]L




May we assume that this link between 'sun' and 'moon-fish' represents the rays illuminating the moon? If so, then the inverted variant (as seen in the glyph above) perhaps is indicating that the rays of the sun now will come from the opposite direction.

2. And to me it looks as if there is a little moon on top of this inverted 'ray-sign'. South of the equator the Waning Moon will show as this little moon-sign, contrary to what we see on this side of the equator. 

In my childhood I was taught that the Waxing Moon looks like this sign, the shape of a comma (,) a word which in the Swedish language sounds exactly like the word for 'come', both being 'komma'. The Waning Moon looks like a 'G', as in 'GO' (not needing any explanation because the Swedish word for 'go' also starts with G).
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Ideas:
This glyph - in the 5th period of the Moon - is different from the corresponding 'newly hatched' birds in the other periods. The beak is indicating the mature stage.

Perhaps the Full Moon just passed is the time when maturity is reached? Strange. No, I rather believe this fully grown bird belongs to the time of full moon.

But then this type of glyph (in all the periods) maybe shows how the bird of the preceeding period carries the moon over to the next period, like in a relay race. Though the receiving person is sitting waiting instead of starting to run.
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Ideas:
This glyph is different from the other similar glyphs initiating the eight periods of the moon calendar, because the moon-like shape to the right is smaller and placed somewhat higher up.

In this respect it is quite similar to the third glyph in the 8th period.
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Ideas:
The sitting woman at last is thin again. The baby must have been born in the interval between the 6th and 7th periods.

Everything will then start again, pregnancy appearing already in the 8th period.

In this glyph the woman has reason to look backwards, because the period of pregnancy has just finished.

Is this thin appearance in any way connected to 
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which I imagine marks the end of the double-month? The period of pregnancy for women is 9 months, not 2. 
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Ideas:
1. These two figures, with their backs towards each other, might be the old month (left) and the soon to come new month (right). Waning Moon is bent as in a comma-sign and the Waxing Moon is bent as the letter C in come. The old month is represented by the Waning Moon and the new month by the Waxing Moon.

2. They are both sitting down (and perhaps eating). At the end of an old period (e.g. month) the new period is already making its presence known, it is the time of 'seating'.

3. The arrangement with two persons back to back reminds me of the Roman god Janus, who is sitting at the door of the new year and whose name is living in January.


	"Meshing with the 260-day count is a 'Vague Year' or Haab of 365 days, so called because the actual length of the solar year is about a quarter-day more, a circumstance that leads us to intercalate one day every four years to keep our calendar in march with the sun. 

Although the Maya were perfectily aware that the Haab was shorter than the tropical year, they did not change the calendar accordingly.

Within the Haab, there were 18 named 'months' of 20 days each, with a much-dreaded interval of 5 unlucky days added at the end.

The Maya New Year started with 1 Pop, the next day being 2 Pop, etc. The final day of the month, however, carried not the coefficient 20, but a sign indicating the 'seating' of the month to follow, in line with the Maya philosophy that the influence of any particular span of time is felt before it actually begins and persists somewhat beyond its apparent termination."

(The Maya)

This is similar - but not the same as - my idea about 59 belonging to the end of a double-moon period, while 60 is the beginning of the new period. The Mayan sign for 20 (similar to our 10 and the Sumerians 60) was not written as 'twenty' but as 'seating', that is the similarity. However, while 60 is the start of a new double-moon period, the Mayan time of seating belonged to the old period, not the new one. I.e. not the same.


	"At the risk of invoking the criticism, 'Astronomers rush in where philologists fear to tread', I should like to suggest that Taku-rua corresponds with the two-headed Roman god Janus who, on the first of January, looks back upon the old year with one head and forward to the new year with the other, and who is god of the threshold of the home as well as of the year... 
 
There is probably a play on words in takurua - it has been said that Polynesian phrases usually invoke a double meaning, a common and an esoteric one. Taku means 'slow', the 'back' of anything, 'rim' and 'command'. Rua is a 'pit', 'two' or 'double'. Hence takurua has been translated 'double command', 'double rim', and 'rim of the pit', by different authorities. Taku-pae is the Maori word for 'threshold'...
 
Several Tuamotuan and Society Islands planet names begin with the word Takurua or Ta'urua which Henry translated Great Festivity and which is the name for the bright star Sirius in both New Zealand and Hawaii.
 
The planet names, therefore, represent the final stage in the evolution of takurua which was probably first applied to the winter solstice, then to Sirius which is the most conspicious object in the evening sky of December and January, and was then finally employed for the brilliant and conspicious planets which outshone even the brightest star Sirius. From its association with the ceremonies of the new year and the winter solstice, takurua also aquired the meaning 'holiday' or 'festivity'."
 
(Makemson)
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	3rd period
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	7th period
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	8th period
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	1st period 

This is what I call the 1st period:
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I think that these events (time + space = events) are connected with the first appearance of the moon after the phase of new (dark) moon. The 6th glyph - I think - shows the two signs of night and waxing moon in the form of a sprout.
The moon-like signs in glyphs nos. 6 and 7 presumably indicate that the 1st period has 2 nights.

The moon-like signs in glyphs nos. 1 and 3 are oriented in the opposite direction. I believe that this type of sign means something else than night, probably the moon itself.

Perhaps the four glyphs starting the period should be read together as 'birth' (hatching) = waxing moon, followed by waning moon and 'finished moon', the 4th glyph showing the old moon in a way quite similar to the tired old bird in Sunday.

The 3rd glyph - in this interpretation - is determining that the subject is the moon. The 2nd glyph is more complicated. Why is this person looking backwards? And why the right hand towards the mouth? In Wednesday we saw a similar person, standing up and hand towards the mouth. But he was looking forwards and he used his left hand. And here we have the addition of a sign of command, the Clara-knife. 

I suggest that Waning Moon (backwards looking because He is a mirror-image of Waxing Moon) is taking command at some point in time between the birth of the Waxing Moon and the disappearance of the tired old moon.
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Ideas:
This type of glyph probably shows the same kind of bird as
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but with its body seen sideways and showing a state of low energy (sleep or similar), perhaps best expressed as 'quite finished'.

There is a suitable Polynesian word for such a dozy state of mind: moe.

	WEDNESDAY 

This is Wednesday:
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The disorderly behaviour of Mercury defies any structure. Is that what is shown in glyph no. 2? The picture of an amazed man, looking up at the sky, mouth agape and holding his hand in front of himself as if in want of something to grasp hold of? Possibly, but probably not.

Mercury is difficult to observe, close to the sun and often not visible. This might be shown in glyphs no. 3 and 5, signs indicating 'New' Mercury. Between these two glyphs we can see a glyph which clearly shows disorder. Perhaps what is shown is Mercury's orbit around the sun.

The last glyph, no. 6, might be a message of the central position of Wednesday in the week. Counting glyphs we find 21 such before glyph no. 6 in Wednesday and 20 after. Does this mean that this the final glyph of Wednesday belongs to the second half of the week?

The circumference of glyph no. 6 is similar to the 'orbit' of glyph no. 4 (should it have been in order, turned 180o and not broken). In a way the week is forever circulating in time.
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Suggestion:
My granchild Clara, soon to become three years old, suggested that the right part of this glyph is showing a knife. 

I think she is right in a way, because according to the Chaldean astrologers each of the seven 'planets' rules one day of the week. And a ruler must have a way to enforce, e.g. a knife.

Whether the instrument in question is a knife, a spear, a stick or a staff symbolizing power, is of secondary importance. 

What is important is the idea that in the beginning of each row showing glyphs for a certain day there ought to be signs indicating the ruler of the day, the officer in charge.


	2nd period 

This is what I call the 2nd period:
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The person in the 2nd position is now sitting down, and will be so through the rest of the periods. I also think this person is a she, because of the pouting stomach - which I believe is a sign of pregnancy.

The sitting position perhaps has something to do with 'seating' of a period to come. But which period, the month, part of the month (Waxing Moon?) or the '2nd period'?

Logic tells me that it should be the '2nd period'. Otherwise why repeat this sitting person so many times, once for each of the seven periods. The 1st period perhaps does not need a 'seating' because there is a major 'seating' for the whole month in the 8th period of the preceding month.

The six moon-like signs at the right I believe to show six taboo-free nights. That might explain why the 4th glyph from the left is showing such signs of vitality when all the seven corresponding glyphs in the other periods are 'tired old birds'. Freedom it shouts!

The 5th glyph ought to show a sun, a fish and a sign from the sun towards the moon, probably indicating a stream of light. But I cannot se any sign of a fish. And the sun is shown only by its central disc and one flame upwards, which looks as a diamond. From this fact and other indications in other texts I think this diamond might be a sign for the moon.

	"Meshing with the 260-day count is a 'Vague Year' or Haab of 365 days, so called because the actual length of the solar year is about a quarter-day more, a circumstance that leads us to intercalate one day every four years to keep our calendar in march with the sun. 

Although the Maya were perfectily aware that the Haab was shorter than the tropical year, they did not change the calendar accordingly.

Within the Haab, there were 18 named 'months' of 20 days each, with a much-dreaded interval of 5 unlucky days added at the end.

The Maya New Year started with 1 Pop, the next day being 2 Pop, etc. The final day of the month, however, carried not the coefficient 20, but a sign indicating the 'seating' of the month to follow, in line with the Maya philosophy that the influence of any particular span of time is felt before it actually begins and persists somewhat beyond its apparent termination."

(The Maya) 

This is similar - but not the same as - my idea about 59 belonging to the end of a double-moon period, while 60 is the beginning of the new period. The Mayan sign for 20 (similar to our 10 and the Sumerians 60) was not written as 'twenty' but as 'seating', that is the similarity. However, while 60 is the start of a new double-moon period, the Mayan time of seating belonged to the old period, not the new one. I.e. not the same.

	Of course you will not proceed here unless you have managed to get through all my pages describing the week. You start with the week (from a to c) and then you will be prepared to go on with the month in a similar way.
The Sumerians based their system of counting on 60 and in the extraordinary comprehensive book by Ifrah he explains their choice of this high number in about a dozen different ways, none of them convincing as such. Taken all together, though, they may seem convincing.

But nowhere in Ifrah's book have I found the most reasonable explanation:

In the beginning the methods of counting did not manage more than whole positive numbers. Therefore it was very inconvenient that the period of the phases of the Moon took more than 29 days but less than 30. Keeping order in the calendar for the Moon required some kind of trick.

The trick established all over the ancient world (as I guess) was to count two periods, because with 59 days the problem was solved. The revolution of the phases of the Moon is very nearly 29 ½ days.

And day no. 60 then became the first day of the new double-moon period. The Sumerians therefore had the same sign for 60 as for 1. Zero was not yet invented and there could be no misunderstanding if you knew what you were talking about (as people did at that time).
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Ideas:
1. These two figures, with their backs towards each other, might be the old month (left) and the soon to come new month (right). Waning Moon is bent as in a comma-sign and the Waxing Moon is bent as the letter C in come. The old month is represented by the Waning Moon and the new month by the Waxing Moon.

2. They are both sitting down (and perhaps eating). At the end of an old period (e.g. month) the new period is already making its presence known, it is the time of 'seating'.

3. The arrangement with two persons back to back reminds me of the Roman god Janus, who is sitting at the door of the new year and whose name is living in January.

	"At the risk of invoking the criticism, 'Astronomers rush in where philologists fear to tread', I should like to suggest that Taku-rua corresponds with the two-headed Roman god Janus who, on the first of January, looks back upon the old year with one head and forward to the new year with the other, and who is god of the threshold of the home as well as of the year... 
 
There is probably a play on words in takurua - it has been said that Polynesian phrases usually invoke a double meaning, a common and an esoteric one. Taku means 'slow', the 'back' of anything, 'rim' and 'command'. Rua is a 'pit', 'two' or 'double'. Hence takurua has been translated 'double command', 'double rim', and 'rim of the pit', by different authorities. Taku-pae is the Maori word for 'threshold'...
 
Several Tuamotuan and Society Islands planet names begin with the word Takurua or Ta'urua which Henry translated Great Festivity and which is the name for the bright star Sirius in both New Zealand and Hawaii.
 
The planet names, therefore, represent the final stage in the evolution of takurua which was probably first applied to the winter solstice, then to Sirius which is the most conspicious object in the evening sky of December and January, and was then finally employed for the brilliant and conspicious planets which outshone even the brightest star Sirius. From its association with the ceremonies of the new year and the winter solstice, takurua also aquired the meaning 'holiday' or 'festivity'."
 
(Makemson)


	3rd period 

This is what I call the 3rd period:
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The 1st glyph is identical with those in the 1st and 2nd periods, as far as I can see. But the 2nd glyph differs by having what looks like a wing in front of the right arm. This is not, I believe, a 'misprint' but an intentional sign. What is its meaning? As wings are used for flying it perhaps means that the Moon now is flying up in the sky instead of being at the horizon. The Moon has lifted.

And the 4th glyph from the left might show the same thing, its round eye bringing to mind the Moon now beginning to look round (instead of earlier looking like a canoe sailing in the western sky). The theme of roundness is affirmed by the 7th glyph indicating hua and by the 9th glyph which looks as pregnant as the 2nd glyph.

But the eye might also mean alertness. From its sleep in the darkness of the New Moon phase the Moon now is thoroughly awake. Even the 'tired old bird' is fully awake. And its stomach is bulging with the new life.

In the 5th glyph there is a sign showing that the 'flame' downwards is bigger than the others (and also bigger than in all the other seven periods). I cannot see its full significance, but I am certain that it has something to do with the diamond-shape, which also - I believe - is connected to the triangular shape.

And the gods, atua, seems to be gathering (glyph no. 8) in expectation of the coming Full Moon. We now are in a period of tapu.
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Idea:
At first glance this glyph looks as if the writer had made a mistake, forgetting to write the arm with hand towards the mouth. He perhaps should have written this glyph as
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But I suspect that it is not a mistake, that there is a difference in meaning between these two glyphs. There is a similar 'misprint' in period 5 in the solar calendar (which we soon will start to study): 
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Suggestion:
This glyph shows the night hua. 
According to a Hawaiian moon calendar:

"...in these days the farmers like to plant... anything that bears fruit (hua). The Moon on the night of Hua is rounded like an egg (hua).

Reference: Makemson
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Ideas:
1. This strange glyph is - according to Fischer - carved on the edge of the tablet, not belonging to either side a or side b. But from the part to the right we can see that it should be placed here, as glyph no. 5 in the '2nd period'.

2. Another glyph, on the other side of Mamari, seems to be the same sign as that to the left in the glyph above:

           [image: image388.jpg]



3. Is this sign perhaps part of the sign for the 'sun'? The 5th glyph in a period should be a glyph with a 'sun', e.g.:

        [image: image389.jpg]w3




4. The sign might be the circular disc of the 'sun' combined with something else. But I do not believe this something else is the upwards 'flame' of the 'sun'. Rather I believe this something else to be a sign similar to the following:

     [image: image390.jpg]



But with 1 ½ diamonds instead of three. Is this a period? It looks as if the glyph with 1 ½ diamonds is being born from an egg, which explains why we cannot see more than half of it yet.
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Ideas:
The fish has a tail in the center of which we find a triangular sign. This seems to be a way to indicate that we are at the time of Full Moon.

A triangular shape as a sign for Full Moon we can now recognize from my ideas about the glyph which (according to me) represents the Full Moon in Monday.


	MONDAY 

This is Monday:
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The idea of a structure showing birth etc can also be seen in the glyphs for this day. 

Glyph nos. 2-3 and 4-5 I think show the two phases of Waxing and Waning Moon. I am fairly certain and therefore suggest this. Not only an idea. For glyph no. 7 I have the idea that it might show the phase of New Moon, i.e. the moon is not visible at all. 

Where is the Full Moon? I guess that phase very well can be illustrated in glyph no. 6. Evidently we can see the shape of the moon with an additonal triangular sign in the middle. This sign maybe shows the turnover from Waxing to Waning Moon which occurs at the time of the full moon. 

The last glyph, no. 8, I guess may be translated e.g. as marama or tea, words used to denote light colour. That could be a comment on the usefulness of the moon as giving light when it is dark. 

If all these loose threads of mine are correct, then the text for Monday is divided into four parts: 1. The introduction of the ruler of the day. 2. The two phases of Waxing and Waning Moon. 3. The two phases of Full and New Moon. 4. A final emphasis on the white colour of the moon.
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Ideas:
1. This glyph comes directly after the night of hua. By comparing information in Barthel with information in Makemson I arrive at the idea that this glyph is announcing the night of Atua (Otua). 

2. The word atua seems to mean god. The glyph above perhaps shows a God in the form of a headdress with feathers, similar to those who were in Hawaii.

	"In many Polynesian cultures the bodies of gods were conceived of as covered with feathers and they were frequently associated with birds: in Tahiti and the Society Islands, bird calls on the marae signaled the presence of the gods. 
 
Hawaiian feathered god figures generally depict only the head and neck of the god."
 

(D'Alleva)
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	4th period 

This is what I call the 4th period:
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Now we arrive at the midpoint of the month, Full Moon, which I imagine is an event worth feasting for (as I also read from the little sitting figure inside the oval in the last glyph). Even the 1st glyph, the little newly hatched chicken, for once is awake although it is night.

When the moon is at its maximum this also means a turnpoint, from now on it goes downwards. Not only in light but also towards the eastern horizon. (East is east and west is west even south of the equator. The moon is slowly advancing from west to east over the month.) At 'birth' the moon is visible as a canoe-shape on the eastern horizon, at 'death' the moon is visible as a canoe-shape on the eastern horizon. If we the horizon as a reference. By changing the reference from the western to the eastern horizon we can still see the canoe right side upwards. However, if we keep the western horizon as a reference, then the Waning Moon will be seen as an upside-down canoe when arriving at the eastern horizon.

But now, at the time of full moon, the moon is high in the sky, in the middle between the western and eastern horizons. Perhaps the uplifting of the moon-sign onto the back of the 'tired old bird' (glyph no. 3 from the left) - instead of being a separate glyph - is intended to show this. Also the 7th glyph might have something to do with this sailing high in the sky, as this unusual moon-sign looks like a can

The power of the Waxing Moon now is finished and I believe that is shown in the 8th glyph where below the sitting feasting person it looks like a staff has been broken. Perhaps this can also be seen as the apex of the triangular shape in the tail of the 'moon-fish' (glyph no. 4). And the 5th glyph perhaps indicates that this maximum implies an inversion. Instead of growth we now will have diminishing and the sun will shine on the moon from the opposite direction. The sign to the left in the 5th glyph looks like an upside down version of the similar sign in the 4th glyph.
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Ideas:

I think this glyph shows Full Moon, the shape of the moon and an additonal triangular sign in the middle. 

The turnover from Waxing to Waning Moon, which occurs at the time of Full Moon, is in the monthly calendar of Mamari illustrated as if there are two adjoing staffs (which I suggest represent the periods of Waxing and Waning Moon).  

Perhaps these adjoining staffs are shown as the apex in the triangle of this glyph?
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Suggestions:

1. The shape of the outer perimeter of this glyph is delineates the full moon.

2. Inside there are two signs. The one at the bottom shows the end of the period of Waxing Moon (left) and the beginning of the period of the Waning Moon (right). At full moon the light is at its maximum and incline is exchanged for decline.

Idea:

The sign similar to a sitting person perhaps is indicating somebody eating. At a night with full moon there should be feasting. 

	[image: image412.jpg]L




Ideas:
The fish has a tail in the center of which we find a triangular sign. This seems to be a way to indicate that we are at the time of Full Moon.

A triangular shape as a sign for Full Moon we can now recognize from my ideas about the glyph which (according to me) represents the Full Moon in Monday.
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Ideas:
1. The left part of this glyph perhaps is the inverted sign between the 'sun' and the 'fish' in
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May we assume that this link between 'sun' and 'moon-fish' represents the rays illuminating the moon? If so, then the inverted variant (as seen in the glyph above) perhaps is indicating that the rays of the sun now will come from the opposite direction.

2. And to me it looks as if there is a little moon on top of this inverted 'ray-sign'. South of the equator the Waning Moon will show as this little moon-sign, contrary to what we see on this side of the equator. 

In my childhood I was taught that the Waxing Moon looks like this sign, the shape of a comma (,) a word which in the Swedish language sounds exactly like the word for 'come', both being 'komma'. The Waning Moon looks like a 'G', as in 'GO' (not needing any explanation because the Swedish word for 'go' also starts with G).


	5th period 

This is what I call the 5th period:
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We have just passed the apex of the month, full moon. Now we are going downwards. The 'face' of the moon has changed as the sun now shines on it from the opposite direction. And in the 4th glyph (from the left) the 'tired old bird' has also reversed its direction. The 'moonish' appearance of the tail in the fish (5th glyph) is now more pronounced than before and the fish is hanging upside down compared to its earlier direction, also a sign of inverson. Exhausted as we are from the intense Full Moon period there is now - as I read the text - 5 tapu-free nights, all 5 being glyphs of ordinary appearance.

In the 1st glyph the bird has grown up which we can see from its beak, the experiences of the 4th period having taken its toll. And the inverted tired old bird (glyph no. 4) does also show signs of old age. Its beak is longer than ever. May we not from this assume that a long beak indicates 'long' age and a short beak 'short' age? Even the 'Clara-knife' (in glyph no. 2) seems longer than usual.

The strange 3rd glyph is basically a moon, that is quite clear. And this moon is divided into two parts, the upper part hatched which (I imagine) means darkness (or rather shadow). The word 'hatch', though, also means to get out from the darkness inside the egg. Is the full moon a sort of egg? The 3rd glyph contains many signs. The hatched area is not limited downwards by a horizontal short line, but by a line which is oblique. And the hatching lines are also oblique, though in another direction: But the one at the top seems to have the same direction as the line of demarcation between dark and light.

On the outside of the perimeter of the moon (in the 3rd glyph) there are 3 half-suns and 1 half-moon, as I read it. And the half-moon is connected to the shadowy part. Two of the half-suns are also connected to the shadowy part, one to the light part. I guess this means that the dark part represents the Waxing Moon, now in the shadow and 'dead' (shown by the half-moon = a broken canoe). The 3 half-suns and the complex hatchmarks I will not try to comment for the moment.

	"…to enter a war canoe from either the stern or the prow was equivalent to a 'change of state 
or death'. Instead, the warrior had to cross the threshold of the side-strakes as a ritual entry into the body of his ancestor as represented by the canoe.
 
The hull of the canoe was regarded as the backbone of their chief. In laments for dead chiefs, the deceased are often compared to broken canoes awash in the surf."
 
(Starzecka)


	6th period 

This is what I call the 6th period:
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Still the moon is flying high, that is shown in the 3rd glyph from the left by the sign of the moon high above the wing of the tired old bird. It seems even to be flying higher than in the 4th period. This effect is due to both the tired old bird and the canoe of the moon being smaller than in the 4th period, which explains the gap between canoe and bird.

The canoe in the 1st glyph is also smaller and higher placed than usual. Probably this indicates that the moon now appears smaller than in the 4th period. In the 6th period the moon is more near the eastern horizon than when the moon is near the western horizon in the 4th period. Close to the horizon the moon looks like a canoe and in the 3rd glyph in the 6th period the canoe has come closer to the horizontal direction than in the 3rd glyph in the 4th period. The explanation for this assymetry is - I believe - due to the fact that the Waning Moon must include the dark period of the moon (as the Waxing Moon in this calendar seems to start with the first visibility of the moon).

In the 4th glyph only four of the usual six flames of the sun are seen. The explanation is probably that the stream of light from the sun now has shifted so that the moon will be illuminated from another direction. Reasonably this means that the flames used for illuminating the moon now are those placed to the left rather than those placed to the right (as in the Waxing Moon period). The flames from the right side (as seen from a point south of the equator) are used up.

The enigmatic extra sign towards the left in the last glyph I will not try to comment on for the moment.


	7th period 

This is what I call the 7th period:
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The moon is now no longer flying high above the earth and in glyph no. 3 the moon is back in its normal position. Also in glyph no. 1 it is back to normal.

In the 5th glyph light is streaming from the last upwards looking flame of the sun. Does this mean that only the three upwards oriented flames are used to illuminate the moon? Should we think of the periods of the moon as being 4, dark moon and three phases illuminated by the sun?

In the 2nd glyph the sitting person no longer is filled with new life, she has evidently given birth. I guess that the newborn life must mean the coming next month. The new month has been seated. Like the cock in the 2nd period the sitting person seems to be shouting with mouth agape.

In the 6th glyph the sun bird has arrived. He has strangely bent wings, a sign of landing or of courtship?


	8th period 

This is what I call the 8th period:
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Now she is pregnant again, the sitting lady in glyph no. 2. Birth is however not imminent. If we compare the bulging stomach in this the 8th period with how the stomach looks in the other periods, the conclusion clearly is that birth is not scheduled to happen here but in the 3rd or 4th period. The baby seems to be the full moon.

The 3rd glyph shows the moon smaller than usual. Probably this means that it is invisible as we are in the last period of the month, i.e. at the time of the new moon. The new moon is not yet visible, but presumably she is like a little chicken, glyph no. 4.

The 1st and the 5th glyphs appear as in the 7th period. Does that mean that they do not carry any signs? Or is this a sign that we should regard the 7th and 8th periods as in reality being only one period?

The 'Janus-figures' (glyphs nos. 7-8) are showing that we will tread through the door into a new month. They are however not mirror-images of each other. Several details show that they are not the same. I leave this problem for solving later. The same goes for glyph no. 6.


	home


	THE MONTH  

As in the calendar of the week it is evident that the calendar of the moon is describing facts for the watcher of the sky. The calendar contains much more than a simple enumeration of the days (or rather nights) of the month.

The way to describe the evolution of the 'face' of the moon in the calendar seems to be first to 'draw lines' horizontally and vertically to create a kind of grid with lines and columns. There are 8 suchs lines and 6 such columns, forming 8 * 6 = 48 'cells' to locate glyphs into. Though the 'cell' in the last column of each such line (or what I call 'period') does contain more than one glyph, by a number which varies over the periods. Also, in two instances, in periods nos. 4 and 6, the 'cell' for the shape of the moon is empty. The number of nights in each period I guess is registered by the number of canoe-like moon-signs oriented with 'bottom' to the left in the 6th column. The number of nights according to this assumption:

Period no.
Nights
Period no.
Nights
1
2
8
5
5
8
2
6
6
3
3
3
7
7
5
7
4
4
8
2
sum
15
sum
15
Adding the 6 non-night glyphs in the 6th column we reach 15 + 15 + 6 = 36, which I believe is no coincidence.


 

	  MEANING 

At this stage of the investigation of the calendar of the moon meaning is best conveyed, I believe, by once again presenting all those ideas and suggestions which have been given to you already. Some may be wrong, but I think many of them are appropriate 'readings' of the glyphs.

This method also gives you a convenient summary to be reached by pushing the 'button' MEANING on the 'home' page, which will be useful as we continue with the year later.



	THE MONTH  

As in the calendar of the week it is evident that the calendar of the moon is describing facts for the watcher of the sky. The calendar contains much more than a simple enumeration of the days (or rather nights) of the month.

The way to describe the evolution of the 'face' of the moon in the calendar seems to be first to 'draw lines' horizontally and vertically to create a kind of grid with lines and columns. There are 8 suchs lines and 6 such columns, forming 8 * 6 = 48 'cells' to locate glyphs into. Though the 'cell' in the last column of each such line (or what I call 'period') does contain more than one glyph, by a number which varies over the periods. Also, in two instances, in periods nos. 4 and 6, the 'cell' for the shape of the moon is empty. The number of nights in each period I guess is registered by the number of canoe-like moon-signs oriented with 'bottom' to the left in the 6th column. The number of nights according to this assumption:

Period no.
Nights
Period no.
Nights
1
2
8
5
5
8
2
6
6
3
3
3
7
7
5
7
4
4
8
2
sum
15
sum
15
Adding the 6 non-night glyphs in the 6th column we reach 15 + 15 + 6 = 36, which I believe is no coincidence.
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	2nd period
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	3rd period
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	4th period
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	5th period
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	6th period
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	7th period
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	8th period
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	  TRANSLATION 

Although all translations at this early stage of the investigation are bound to be inadequate, or worse quite misleading, I anyhow think it is necessary to try it. Because such effors will certainly show where there are important missing pieces in the puzzle.

Here I will therefore repeat the very preliminary ideas about what the text in Mamari has to say about the cycle of the moon.



	1st period 

This is what I call the 1st period:
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I think that these events (time + space = events) are connected with the first appearance of the moon after the phase of new (dark) moon. The 6th glyph - I think - shows the two signs of night and waxing moon in the form of a sprout.
The moon-like signs in glyphs nos. 6 and 7 presumably indicate that the 1st period has 2 nights.

The moon-like signs in glyphs nos. 1 and 3 are oriented in the opposite direction. I believe that this type of sign means something else than night, probably the moon itself.

Perhaps the four glyphs starting the period should be read together as 'birth' (hatching) = waxing moon, followed by waning moon and 'finished moon', the 4th glyph showing the old moon in a way quite similar to the tired old bird in Sunday.

The 3rd glyph - in this interpretation - is determining that the subject is the moon. The 2nd glyph is more complicated. Why is this person looking backwards? And why the right hand towards the mouth? In Wednesday we saw a similar person, standing up and hand towards the mouth. But he was looking forwards and he used his left hand. And here we have the addition of a sign of command, the Clara-knife. 

I suggest that Waning Moon (backwards looking because He is a mirror-image of Waxing Moon) is taking command at some point in time between the birth of the Waxing Moon and the disappearance of the tired old moon.

2nd period 

This is what I call the 2nd period:
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The person in the 2nd position is now sitting down, and will be so through the rest of the periods. I also think this person is a she, because of the pouting stomach - which I believe is a sign of pregnancy.

The sitting position perhaps has something to do with 'seating' of a period to come. But which period, the month, part of the month (Waxing Moon?) or the '2nd period'?

Logic tells me that it should be the '2nd period'. Otherwise why repeat this sitting person so many times, once for each of the seven periods. The 1st period perhaps does not need a 'seating' because there is a major 'seating' for the whole month in the 8th period of the preceding month.

The six moon-like signs at the right I believe to show six taboo-free nights. That might explain why the 4th glyph from the left is showing such signs of vitality when all the seven corresponding glyphs in the other periods are 'tired old birds'. Freedom it shouts!

The 5th glyph ought to show a sun, a fish and a sign from the sun towards the moon, probably indicating a stream of light. But I cannot se any sign of a fish. And the sun is shown only by its central disc and one flame upwards, which looks as a diamond. From this fact and other indications in other texts I think this diamond might be a sign for the moon.

3rd period 

This is what I call the 3rd period:
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The 1st glyph is identical with those in the 1st and 2nd periods, as far as I can see. But the 2nd glyph differs by having what looks like a wing in front of the right arm. This is not, I believe, a 'misprint' but an intentional sign. What is its meaning? As wings are used for flying it perhaps means that the Moon now is flying up in the sky instead of being at the horizon. The Moon has lifted.

And the 4th glyph from the left might show the same thing, its round eye bringing to mind the Moon now beginning to look round (instead of earlier looking like a canoe sailing in the western sky). The theme of roundness is affirmed by the 7th glyph indicating hua and by the 9th glyph which looks as pregnant as the 2nd glyph.

But the eye might also mean alertness. From its sleep in the darkness of the New Moon phase the Moon now is thoroughly awake. Even the 'tired old bird' is fully awake. And its stomach is bulging with the new life.

In the 5th glyph there is a sign showing that the 'flame' downwards is bigger than the others (and also bigger than in all the other seven periods). I cannot see its full significance, but I am certain that it has something to do with the diamond-shape, which also - I believe - is connected to the triangular shape.

And the gods, atua, seems to be gathering (glyph no. 8) in expectation of the coming Full Moon. We now are in a period of tapu.

4th period 

This is what I call the 4th period:
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Now we arrive at the midpoint of the month, Full Moon, which I imagine is an event worth feasting for (as I also read from the little sitting figure inside the oval in the last glyph). Even the 1st glyph, the little newly hatched chicken, for once is awake although it is night.

When the moon is at its maximum this also means a turnpoint, from now on it goes downwards. Not only in light but also towards the eastern horizon. (East is east and west is west even south of the equator. The moon is slowly advancing from west to east over the month.) At 'birth' the moon is visible as a canoe-shape on the eastern horizon, at 'death' the moon is visible as a canoe-shape on the eastern horizon. If we the horizon as a reference. By changing the reference from the western to the eastern horizon we can still see the canoe right side upwards. However, if we keep the western horizon as a reference, then the Waning Moon will be seen as an upside-down canoe when arriving at the eastern horizon.

But now, at the time of full moon, the moon is high in the sky, in the middle between the western and eastern horizons. Perhaps the uplifting of the moon-sign onto the back of the 'tired old bird' (glyph no. 3 from the left) - instead of being a separate glyph - is intended to show this. Also the 7th glyph might have something to do with this sailing high in the sky, as this unusual moon-sign looks like a can

The power of the Waxing Moon now is finished and I believe that is shown in the 8th glyph where below the sitting feasting person it looks like a staff has been broken. Perhaps this can also be seen as the apex of the triangular shape in the tail of the 'moon-fish' (glyph no. 4). And the 5th glyph perhaps indicates that this maximum implies an inversion. Instead of growth we now will have diminishing and the sun will shine on the moon from the opposite direction. The sign to the left in the 5th glyph looks like an upside down version of the similar sign in the 4th glyph.

5th period 

This is what I call the 5th period:
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We have just passed the apex of the month, full moon. Now we are going downwards. The 'face' of the moon has changed as the sun now shines on it from the opposite direction. And in the 4th glyph (from the left) the 'tired old bird' has also reversed its direction. The 'moonish' appearance of the tail in the fish (5th glyph) is now more pronounced than before and the fish is hanging upside down compared to its earlier direction, also a sign of inverson. Exhausted as we are from the intense Full Moon period there is now - as I read the text - 5 tapu-free nights, all 5 being glyphs of ordinary appearance.

In the 1st glyph the bird has grown up which we can see from its beak, the experiences of the 4th period having taken its toll. And the inverted tired old bird (glyph no. 4) does also show signs of old age. Its beak is longer than ever. May we not from this assume that a long beak indicates 'long' age and a short beak 'short' age? Even the 'Clara-knife' (in glyph no. 2) seems longer than usual.

The strange 3rd glyph is basically a moon, that is quite clear. And this moon is divided into two parts, the upper part hatched which (I imagine) means darkness (or rather shadow). The word 'hatch', though, also means to get out from the darkness inside the egg. Is the full moon a sort of egg? The 3rd glyph contains many signs. The hatched area is not limited downwards by a horizontal short line, but by a line which is oblique. And the hatching lines are also oblique, though in another direction: But the one at the top seems to have the same direction as the line of demarcation between dark and light.

On the outside of the perimeter of the moon (in the 3rd glyph) there are 3 half-suns and 1 half-moon, as I read it. And the half-moon is connected to the shadowy part. Two of the half-suns are also connected to the shadowy part, one to the light part. I guess this means that the dark part represents the Waxing Moon, now in the shadow and 'dead' (shown by the half-moon = a broken canoe). The 3 half-suns and the complex hatchmarks I will not try to comment for the moment.
6th period 

This is what I call the 6th period:
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Still the moon is flying high, that is shown in the 3rd glyph from the left by the sign of the moon high above the wing of the tired old bird. It seems even to be flying higher than in the 4th period. This effect is due to both the tired old bird and the canoe of the moon being smaller than in the 4th period, which explains the gap between canoe and bird.

The canoe in the 1st glyph is also smaller and higher placed than usual. Probably this indicates that the moon now appears smaller than in the 4th period. In the 6th period the moon is more near the eastern horizon than when the moon is near the western horizon in the 4th period. Close to the horizon the moon looks like a canoe and in the 3rd glyph in the 6th period the canoe has come closer to the horizontal direction than in the 3rd glyph in the 4th period. The explanation for this assymetry is - I believe - due to the fact that the Waning Moon must include the dark period of the moon (as the Waxing Moon in this calendar seems to start with the first visibility of the moon).

In the 4th glyph only four of the usual six flames of the sun are seen. The explanation is probably that the stream of light from the sun now has shifted so that the moon will be illuminated from another direction. Reasonably this means that the flames used for illuminating the moon now are those placed to the left rather than those placed to the right (as in the Waxing Moon period). The flames from the right side (as seen from a point south of the equator) are used up.

The enigmatic extra sign towards the left in the last glyph I will not try to comment on for the moment.
7th period 

This is what I call the 7th period:

[image: image580.jpg]



[image: image581.jpg]



[image: image582.jpg]



[image: image583.jpg]



[image: image584.jpg]



[image: image585.jpg]



[image: image586.jpg]



[image: image587.jpg]



[image: image588.jpg]



[image: image589.jpg]



[image: image590.jpg]



The moon is now no longer flying high above the earth and in glyph no. 3 the moon is back in its normal position. Also in glyph no. 1 it is back to normal.

In the 5th glyph light is streaming from the last upwards looking flame of the sun. Does this mean that only the three upwards oriented flames are used to illuminate the moon? Should we think of the periods of the moon as being 4, dark moon and three phases illuminated by the sun?

In the 2nd glyph the sitting person no longer is filled with new life, she has evidently given birth. I guess that the newborn life must mean the coming next month. The new month has been seated. Like the cock in the 2nd period the sitting person seems to be shouting with mouth agape.

In the 6th glyph the sun bird has arrived. He has strangely bent wings, a sign of landing or of courtship?
8th period 

This is what I call the 8th period:
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Now she is pregnant again, the sitting lady in glyph no. 2. Birth is however not imminent. If we compare the bulging stomach in this the 8th period with how the stomach looks in the other periods, the conclusion clearly is that birth is not scheduled to happen here but in the 3rd or 4th period. The baby seems to be the full moon.

The 3rd glyph shows the moon smaller than usual. Probably this means that it is invisible as we are in the last period of the month, i.e. at the time of the new moon. The new moon is not yet visible, but presumably she is like a little chicken, glyph no. 4.

The 1st and the 5th glyphs appear as in the 7th period. Does that mean that they do not carry any signs? Or is this a sign that we should regard the 7th and 8th periods as in reality being only one period?

The 'Janus-figures' (glyphs nos. 7-8) are showing that we will tread through the door into a new month. They are however not mirror-images of each other. Several details show that they are not the same. I leave this problem for solving later. The same goes for glyph no. 6.
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